Cathenine Fisher Alexander
1855 - 193
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(atherine (/(a,ée,} Fisken was bomn Apail 16, 1855 in Kincardine,
Ontario, (anada, and dpent an enjoyable childhood with foun sistens and
2o brothens. She was the daughter of John and Mangaret Wynne Fisher,
prominent and nedpected fammers in the anea. /’h/zgwr.eilﬁgzzmedamai
noyal Lineage from Welsh ancesons.

Kate became a young woman with positive convictions and the sZnength
Zo accomplish zhen, aduiuwﬁmg,{meo{ﬂzefu&m,fmuly. -

She wns juzst seventeen when she married Janes Alexanden on June, 77,
1872, and within the yean Manganet was bomn. Then there followed three
mone ginls, (llena, Katherine and Mary, in the eight yeans befone Jimmy
decided 2o sell most of his acreage and #ry the States for a change of
Livelikood. (entainly, Kate must have suffered qualms of insecunity on
6@19&#&:@2%&%@[:&1&4@, 6uéﬁaemelovuzgazla,ﬁyednea/&
who helped hen over the next months of separation from Jimmy, and thene
was the Fishen teracity. It was Jokn, hen fahen, who supponted hen mosz
of all. évmﬁougﬁéﬁem%&mmmbmedmwaboufhm Liztle
ws hnoun about hellmilh: Wbdcynﬁuzlywzgmwo{
meekness and gentleness in them conld be atiributed 2o hen.
| How fan back the obsession of mrfare againet genms and penpetual
hand-mshing goes in the Fisher family is unknoun, but John examplilied

any forebears uho wene sinicken. Onepaxu‘l.azla/z‘aio/zgzmao,fﬁmdeemg,
éﬁaugﬁawzdaw,adedcaimﬂzngi. Jmediately, he dashed zo -~
a basin of water and washed his hands. Then, since it remained thene
most of Zhe day, each viewing negqnined a separate scrubbing. Yes, even

great grand-childnen wene beset with a similon compulsion.
» lhen Kate neceived word Zhat Jimmy wms settled and ready o house
his family, she dressed hen fourn Litile ginds in thein best clothes o
4.04'11."’0 ”mi/:.enancomf/zy‘ ﬂbzzgwwfwmne,(‘:Uenamux,




Unlike Jimmy's, zhein admission Zo ﬂzenewlz.,{ew a disappointment
and a Little frightening. The new home wns built on posts two feet =
above the ground to heep the wmters of Zhe lahquamenon Rivern from mmning
in at the doon. The fumitune was hand-made and unpainied, and only
ﬁavuzg&enduld/mmdﬁubandmdeﬂzuplacewzgw‘ung&/zeaﬁme.
Kate quickly leanned this would be a completely different Life froar the
one she had spent surrounded by relatives and friends in (anada. Here
Zhere wene no neighborns for miles, and he #nain, with its uncertain
schedule, ums the only intenupiion of the day. There ums Little time
Zo dwell on hen Lot for the men wonking unden Jimmy had %o be fod and
housed, aszevmfﬁahz%legu&bﬁeéoedaegtdaa[ymﬂzmm&and
endless chones.

Kate and the children had arrived July firs, 7&?7 azuilaiefzfﬁa,f
yean the lahquamenon River wns dynamited #o drain the niven banks fon
Lumbering operations, and the dredging formed the Tahquamenon Falls.
ALl the men wonking on the pavject came and went through Zhe Sage
SZation, Zogether with supplies, honses and boats.

/ﬁéeﬁddonfoﬁmudmuiablefuﬁaapwﬂmimdﬁm .
thaough many seemingly insummouniable problens. One Zime, neceiving
word that her mohen wms very ill, she deft immediately fon Lover
Michigan. '%enaﬁemc]zecliﬁe&‘ﬂuéao,{ﬁhaﬁuuciﬁzym{ﬂo;m
solid and boats wene unable #o caoss. Undaunted, she found a man who
would drive hen acnoss in a dog sleigh, arnd she made Zhe Znip safely.

- There ms no school o, on nean, Sage Station fon the children
Zo attend, 40 Kate amanged forn a tuton, a bookkeepen at the lunben
company, %o Zeach them a few houns a day. She hadn'# neglected thein
Chistian education in (anada and the children held ”Sszfa# SConl”
weekly, wsually led by Margaret.

Almoaz daily, Kate's coppm—badanai boilen 6u66.lai Like a witches
caldwn, with hen home-made soap frothing inio tingy geysers. Washing
clothes was not difficul? in the summen, L{oneﬁadﬁzedmmio :
-bend oven a unshboard.and mib knuckles raw on its conmugated sunface,
wninging each heavily soaked articlesby a flip of the unists which
sent stneans of waten up Zo the elbows. Dnying clothes in the winten



was mone difficuli fon, when they wene L‘uwudzt in a? nightfall PEIRE4
and frozen, Zhey collapsed into a sogoy IlLeap beside the hitchen stove,

The consanit needs of the family and hen duties Zo #he- "section men”
comprised Kate's day. Yet, hen responsibilities did noz end there,
,fanonedayd/zeazzdoneo,{ﬂzeg,wbwcovaaia&edﬂeonﬂae

set by spanks from the dlocomotive engine falling inito dry tree Zops
below. Jimmy and his crew wene working in anoithen area 40 Kate and
the child valiantly beat out the blaze. Feeling it was "above and
beyond the call of duty", Kate suggested it be reponted o the
railroad company, 6wéjumydezuaiz‘/zenﬂaepwzlegeo){6emg |
recognized fon thein braveny.

- Perhaps from necessidy; on just a personal trait, Kate was an
economical person often saying "heep a thing seven yearns and it will
come handy". She knitted sZockings and mittens fon the children and -
made some of their clothing, seeing Zhat Zhere was always"wom 2o grow’.
She was no a violent penson, displaying her angen in one gquich gestune
of biting her clenched fisz. 5/zep/zoéedai/ze/z4/wz{)wmi/ze.oun4/ugd ~
kwewwzgﬁcgﬁ-n.eckeddaeued, mdeﬁaz‘.omdglava, even.za’Len/zwzgmgaué
+ On Octoben 28, 1884, /(aiegavebuufﬁioa/zanddanedon, named
Walten fon a brother she had Lost.

(then Jimmy wns Zransferrned 2o Au Tnain, 2here was some social
Life fon her, but duties as a wife and mothen came first. Then, as
years pas, thein diffenences became mone apparent, and, with the
childnen ammy, Zhere seemed Little o heep Zhem Zogether. The panting
was a quiet one but no divonce action was even Zaken.

 Kate punchased a Little house in flunising on Jewel Strect, where
anwmowcanentmlfelaiio,ﬁwealmoaivm&ml@a,endmgana
Live foot platfomm on stoop, railingless and bare. The house was un~
painted and Zhe nail manks, Like nusdy sinipes, nan up and doun. Jn Zhe
back the Zar papen was held in place by strips of lath, and. window {rames
wazewyoauziedéwudatmdtmdymoughiouﬂwimdﬁeadenﬂaam

sZorms.

Kate wns noz wdgiawiadandnoo’ewaﬁeémeapmo&ca/.
nweazzdnudm#e, wonggﬁeanew—,fowzduuiqnendmce.



J& was afien Jimmy passed auny Zhat she maried an old family
friend, James Mutch. Jn spite of being sixteen yeans olden than Fim,
they wonked side by side on a farn near Shemwood, North Dakoza, uhere
they wene often snowed in fon weeks during Zhe wintens. =

Kate and Jim netuwrned Zo Michigan in the lote nineteen #wentics
and Lived in Painceton, Michigan, near Katie Rohrbonn, Katels thind
oldest daughien. They maintained thein independence until she s
/wapxlz‘a&;eci in lanch, 1934. She passed amy the Linst of Apaid of
Zhat yean and rests beside the father of hen children, James Alexarden.

Five yeans later, James Mutch passed awny in an Jatpening hospital

Lrom pnevmorcia. He was boan in Scotland in 1876 and died May 76, 7939,

having come Zo this couniny in 1886. He left a siszin iraScotland and
a brother in (anada. He nests in an Jshpening cemeteny.

The matenial legacy of (atherine Fisher Alexander was a pair of
blue glass candlesticks with tray #o match, three butten patties, an
oval glass salt dish, and, most precious of all 2o hen, an oddly- '
shaped black Zeapot sprinkled with Ziny pink flowers. Bui, hen neal
heritage will alunys be hen spirit of detemnination in hen brave
accepionce of Life. ' '

" The proud Lass, with head held high,

(Vess O and Ofeceees




