James Alexander
8% -~ 1913

Braw, braw Lad on yarrow bages
yewdmﬁaa'ﬁgﬁmﬂuwdﬁedﬁw ..... r

James (Jimny) was a sandp-haired, blue-eged lod, bom in Fovemn
- Parnisk, Abendeenshine, Scotland, vhere his childhood was devoted o
family, work and sckool. The green, yet unproductive hills to Zhe
'+ wesd, and the North Sea, sweeping in on zhe aibbon of "hames™ and
fleheaies along the enstemn shones, seemed 2o Limit his wonld.

fis parents, David and Ratherine MeBain (Mcﬁanejﬂamda&, had
a{a/mona,{eﬂtaledpoimdmndacmﬁaﬁzue&vmgﬁaiﬁm-
selves and thein seven children.

Ketherine was from the Highlands, nm.flz.a;!.z‘ﬁegmp.iam,in
moundainous counituy, mdpmﬁapaﬁmmindaﬁmaa'nf.&dmime_n_
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fhesieg Ghe il domy and falloning gonres’
but, dutifully, she spent the nest of hen days with David and the
children on Zhein Lowland fasm.

Jimmy wazs not the youngest in the family, but his day began the
dame as the othen childnen with a hearty serving of "parritch™ made of
oatneal. The British termed #his a gmnioée,feiéa/wuedm
ngland, andaaa;foadiammmSCOéland.ﬁm‘,mm-ﬂte-laa, :
nourished Jimmy sufficiendly Zo grow into a man of great stature,
boh physically and mentally. He absonbed knowledge guickly and
eagenly, and poetny fell easily from his Lips.

When ye gang am’, Jamie, for across the sea, Laddie....”

When he s tventy-one, his kome Eies wene bnoken by joining

Zwo of his baothers, Peten and Geonge, in sailing off o (enade.
A bnothen, David, had alneady estnblished himself in the LuthenMount
Forest aren of Onitanio. Two uncles, John and Peter MeBain, were mill
ounens in the same locality. A sisten, Jean, ancla.‘méaaﬁw,:‘uex
and John, a.mne:[m.fmé[md.



Jinmy Zook with hin @ mottled green chest full of beauitiful
books, #wo Llange Monvceo bound Bibles, a cloth bound Pilgrims Progress
and coloned plates of beasts and &inds and fish. And, unable %o Leave
behind him wene the many songs of his childhood that flowed through his
mind Like rhithmic watens ~ "Je Banks and Bnaes 0' Bonnie Doon” ...
MAnnie Launie”..."Blue Bells of Scotland”... By Yon Bonnie Banks o'
Loch Lamond”, . . "Flow Gently Sweet Afton”. .. Duncan Gray"... Wi’ o
Hundred Pipens An' A" An' A'",.."Come lnden My Plaidie and Sit Doun
Beside Me”..."Scots Wha Ha'e Wi Wallace Bled”..."Gin a Body Meet a
Body (omin' M'iﬁeﬂye...mdnmymaeﬂmimdapuioﬂ/ua
nostelgic moments.

ﬁemammﬁmﬂa&ﬂm&q&c&lyﬂm&wﬁmﬂew
country. He met and propirly counted (atherine (Kate) Fishen, a
daughten of prominent farmers, John and Margaret Wynne Fishen. They
were masnied June 17, 1872, and, when his broithen Geonge made plans £o
move Lo Baitich (olumbia, Jimmy bought his famnland. On it, he built e
tuo-story dog house, a barn, a milk house and a pen fon the pigs, all in
addition %o his daily chones on the famn. fle added a shop laiter, in uhich
ﬁ.emdepzmpd for wells, and sinking them nequined traveling about the
area.

Within the next eight yeanrs, {amdaug&temméoménbmand
Kate, Marganet, fllena, Ratherine and Many. '

Jimmy was an avid aeader and nemspopens came negulanly, and, from
one, he leasned Fhat the Detroitlackinac & Marquetie Railrwad wms 6e,uzg. .
extenderd, into the upper part of Michigan. He immedictely sold some of -
the famnland and a cow, but lefZ one fon KaZe and the ehildren, zbge,ﬁeﬂ
with the house and the chickens. Ji was in 1830 uhen he left fon the
Siates, anniving in (hicago, where he Zook a job on a boat on Lake
Micfigan. The capZain, realizing the potential of this huge mon, offered
him double salany if he would atay on, but Jimmy left and continued his
purposeful journey Zo Marguette, uhene the constnuction company fon Zhe
nailmoad had its headquantens.  He was accepied and assigned £o Sage
SZation, nine miles ens of Navberry, with the responaibility of



supenvizing the laying of Zhe steel il from Sz. Jonace 2o Marguetie.

The "section house”, whene he was o Live, ms a clapboard building
Jetiniﬁedaﬂkeleganceo,{iﬁeiuceCom@pmﬁ&ve,{aked; with the
eryatad watens of the Taﬁqzmumnﬂivejzaplaaﬁing.z%wugﬁmudo,{mck
nearby. This ms not only a physical challenge 2o Jimmy, but one 2o
which his poetic soul nesponded. ' : '

As Tsection boss” he managed his men with {immness, finding i
seldom necessany to ratise his voice, and, becanse of his impressive
statune, few ever disagreed with him. i

Now that he had attained a centain permanency, and, undloubedly
needing a woman Zo-help mm Zhe "section kouse” propeply, he sent for
Kate and his daughtens. Onh July 1s%, 7881, they annived -on the doonstep
of thein new home, with the cascading watens of the niver almost under -
their feet. Fimmy hoped they woudd find the surnounding bearrty as oven-
powening as he had, but Rate's disappointnent wms obvions and ke proliably
Wdiaiﬁgd.ﬁmﬁmualwma{vwemﬁgﬁi@udﬁng |

What thouph on ham we di C )

A man's a man fon @' Zhat

For a" that an' o' that -

Thein tinsel show-an' @' that,
The hones? mon, iﬁa;,e'e/a 4ge puis,

6uﬁewmwonwdm{md6yﬁew@ﬁmoﬂudaﬁmmd
doneliness ahead. . ‘

Jimmy s a man of few wonds and, perhaps, one of the remsons his
cﬁiﬂam,didmiaamw/&uvy.smm for, as Zhey grew olden,
ondy wonds on phrases were nepeated by them. He ouned a concerting, a
amall hexagonal instument with belloms and ivony button-like keys, which
his massive hands ploged £o accompany his singing of Scottish melodies.

Kate raised the children with a sdnict hand and zhey loved and
nespected her. Jimmy seldom indenfered, his concean wms with thein
eonduct as "Little ladies” and the proper dengh of clothes.

While a2ill Living at Sage Siation, a son wns boan Octoben 28, 1884,



ﬁewmﬂedmewmoﬂadﬁamuﬂwmdﬁe{dﬁmpude
wms evident as he whidpered

Heeah bairnie, b ladd.:q,
Uhen et ne o man go ALl Tollon ge' e dodie, .

but it uns not.so. Welter, named fon a brother of Kate's who had died
in a boat explosion, never quite atizined the siatune of his father,
&ckugtﬁem&avmgmmumdgudmm Waliern ws more
out-goingrand volatile, yet possessing a similan gentleness.

A#e/z,{amywa.fSageSiawn, Jimy uns Zransferred to
Au Train in Algen (oundty. The "section house” wms Located mone Zhan -
¢ mile from Zhe toun and the family moved thene in 1885, Kate ums
happier in 2his new location. ;fa&dﬂemeiwpeapleandw aﬁle.fa
participate in Zoun evends.

"z Tnain” wmﬂn&mwxﬁﬁaawadatﬁemw obviously
denived from the one that floved into Loke Superion faom the intenion,
dancing oven agpids, moving slowly ot Zimes Hough the Zhick growth of
Znees, and then sprawling info the lake. A.éiﬁupom.z‘lte.éw.ﬂmga
of the Zoun clustered about in friendly fashion. -

memmdmmaaﬂﬂulmmﬂdu@,pw’wg&&m-
beanies and hunting deer, 6uiywwonelmihkalyéaahﬁem
animal and Al it -

The children were attending school in Zoun and following a pattern
of Life consistent 2o the activities available. There were panties,
dances, good neighbons and fniends, and ming joys no ane could conceive
undess a pant of them. Jimmy stood by, never indtenfering but aluays
watchful. His speech was fimn but Zempered with love, anclm’t.enlua
childnen said "Daddy” it wns with great affection.

- One winter day, on thein way home from school, the wind and snow
combined. £o make the return inip impossible, s0 they took nefuge with
one of Zhein Leachers fon the night. Without any means of communication,
when they did not amive home by nightfoll, Jimmy, carmying a lantern,
fought through the storm 2o the village and Zhen knocked on doons until
ke found theni safe. His gratitude ums manked only by silence.

Few people-realized Jimmy had a genvine sende of humon. % wns a
Jpomfanemaﬁmam’ucﬁdmpwedw&dmm but anohen side of

/umf:.edzdnotﬂamuf.



. s Hhe (omiy Sent, Au Train held count sessions treguently, and
Fuwrons came faom distanit places. With Lew means of Znavel, some came
by foot over mugged Zrails canying heavy pack sacks. During #his :
special "court week”, there wns much public disenssion, and the Cincuit
Jadge; in his off houns, engaged #he natives in convensation in bans .
and on stzeet cornera, de&gﬁﬁn;z-&nz‘/zea‘miuaﬂkmu‘ingardﬁaﬁing,
ofien Zold in French-(anadian dialect; '

Jimny's -name appeans in the histonical reconds of Av Train, but
he was not ome o socialize on iy 2o be a “man-abouttomn” persons.
”edidnufaemea;fﬁelacw(imﬁwb% a-’dl’u:nglembu:zrdadﬁaedﬁap. '
ﬂeldmmabmyplueuﬁué'wgamined,{mmde-&-aﬁa
shoes and niver boots, the wonk being dome by hand., -
U %Mam&dpeoplebriﬁeiam@padda&mmPapw, Zivo
genenal stones, Zhnee hotels and #wo ban~aooms. The saloons stayed
open very lote and were patrwnized by politicians, lavgens, Lumb enjacks,
hunters and business men. The combined heavy odons. of malt Liguons, the -
scent of wool and buckshin clothing:and pungent. Zobacan amioke filled the -.
air. - The gleaming bnass rails and polished spitioons peeha-booed Lhrough
ﬁemv&ngﬂoﬂlﬂmémwagﬁﬁmg—lacd
shoes, &d,mfwwmﬂmtéeﬁwdﬁmeﬂﬂ,%mdd&m
&M&mapumtemdda&faﬁy%i@. : '

WAmW&meﬁeCﬂMSem#&wuiﬂa@QUO{
dndolence had been cast over the village; and Au Train, Zhe once Lively,
pwﬂﬁvebm;mbdaadﬁfea{im Szl
remaining though, the onigingl deep Zangle of foresz, the rambling niven
with its tmbling falls, ﬁe-ﬂzeedﬁmledm:rdingaomldandiﬁedadap@
buildings. . Thence-fonih, iz would be a center fon vacationens io aeplenish
Zhein supplics; spend a few days disturbing , and even destroying, the
beauty that Noture had been 40 hind #o provide. Lo

ﬂimzyand&éedepuaidwmdﬁeﬁmno{ﬁecem&mg, a quiet
pmﬂp@@gﬁdﬁgmmqoidmﬁappdy,mﬂzﬁeam&gaﬂun
Zhat Zhe Fisher paide and independence could no longen tolerate the
Alexarder self-indulgence in dreams -and fantisies. 7o Kete it ws a new
beginning, but Zo Jimmy thene wns still a pasi of iving that s done
onlgm&ﬂz&iiﬁemind,mdwonlyepmmminwmm&&hgd.



ﬂéwMaWemmdpMﬁi, 40 he settlad on o
homestend at Five Mile Pointe, bondering on Lake Siperion. His days
wene dpend in nugged wo ,wwmmﬂgz&ioﬂwwkm
aills with logs and tanbank, T2 is hand 2o believe Zhat thene wene not
Zimes when he looked out acnoss #he maten fo the - endless hozizgon and
V) Left I my hame?, Ghy did I Zh 7
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 Jimmy Lived with his precious books and continted wniting, but,
as if hé expression of Zhings he:feli should nevei be bnoun, o fine
s destroged his pensonal belongings, dncluding Zhe wnitings of a Lifetime.
Subsequenily, his health declined and his das days wene spent with his
childnen, e.dpec_ia,uy/ﬂzﬁe_ﬂemnden Robabonn.
Ineead of gen Aiva’ " on his Zomb.otone, the inscniption neads
Yang Aua'", dhich really means "Go awmy”, and pertaps for a man vho
bvddobﬂgmdaﬁme&-&mmdm&amuﬁmg.
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